
ORDER OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF RUSH COUNTY EXTENDING 

RESTRICTIONS DUE TO CORONAVIRUS/COVID-19 

 

ORDINANCE 2020-5 

 

WHEREAS Rush County believes its residents are immediately threatened by the 

Coronavirus/COVID-19 and believe it is imperative to take action at this time in an effort to 

protect citizens and contain the spread of the virus to the greatest extent possible, and 

 

WHEREAS Rush County, pursuant to IC 36-8-2-4, is authorized to regulate conduct that 

might endanger the public health, safety or welfare, the Board of Commissioners of Rush 

County, Indiana hereby EXTENDS the following ORDER as that was issued on March 

18, 2020: 

 

1. Effective at 4:00 p.m., March 19, 2020, there shall be no public or private gatherings of 

more than ten (10) people and all residents are to attempt at all possible times to maintain a 

social distance of six (6) feet or more from others. The 10-person restriction does not apply to 

workplaces so long as the social distancing guidelines are followed and internal safeguards are 

put in place with regard to cleaning and social distancing. 

 

2. All school buildings and school facilities are to remain closed consistent with any 

Executive Orders issued by the Governor of the State of Indiana. School facilities may remain 

open in order to provide meals on a take-out basis.  All school playgrounds are closed.  

Students may only be on school property in the following locations to access school WIFI:  

 (a) Rushville Elementary School - Front Parking Lot 

 (b) Rushville Consolidated High School 

    Softball Diamond Side 

    Front Staff Parking Lot 

    Senior Parking Lot 

    Fitness Center Parking Lot 

    Ag Building (1501 North Sexton Street) - Front Parking Lot 

 (c) Benjamin Rush Middle School – Track Side Parking Lot 

 (d) Arlington Elementary School - Front Parking Lot 

 (e) Milroy Elementary School - Front Parking Lot 

 

3. Childcare providers may open and provider childcare services under the following 

circumstances: 

 (a) Children are to be kept in small groups, of no more than ten (10) children if 

   possible.  Children from each group are not to be switched or mixed up.   

   Once a group is established, children are to be maintained in that group, and 

   the groups are to be separated. 

 (b) Precedence is to be given to children of medical, law enforcement, EMT,  

   and healthcare workers, and other people providing medical care. 

 (c) See the Indiana State Department of Health COVID-19 Guidance for  

   Childcare Programs. 

 

  



4. All Churches and church meetings/gatherings within the church and or on the church 

grounds, or in or any facilities owned by the church, are to remain closed until May 1, 2020. 

 

 For churches that are planning on holding services in parking lots as a “Drive-In style service”,  

the following guidelines should be followed: 

 (a) All attendees must remain in their vehicles at all times. No getting out and shaking 

  hands or hugging. No sitting in lawn chairs or on the ground outside the vehicles. 

 (b) For Churches taking offering, please consider using a drop box that the attendees can 

  pull up to instead of ushers or other members going around to the vehicles. 

  It is advised that if the Churches hold communion that the Churches utilize the 

  single-person prefilled fellowship cups; no shared cups. 

 (c) If the Churches are using a worship team, please follow the 10-person, social  

  distance , and hygiene guidance. 

 (d) If the service is conducted with a speaker system, please be cautious of the reach and 

  volume of the sound system. 

 (e) If the Churches are using an FM transmitter, they must follow the guidelines set by 

  the FCC. See Below. 

Part 15 Devices 

Unlicensed operation on the AM and FM radio broadcast bands is permitted 

for some extremely low powered devices covered under Part 15 of the FCC's 

rules.  On FM frequencies, these devices are limited to an effective service 

range of approximately 200 feet (61 meters).  See 47 CFR (Code of Federal 

Regulations) Section 15.239, and the July 24, 1991 Public Notice (still in 

effect).  On the AM broadcast band, these devices are limited to an effective 

service range of approximately 200 feet (61 meters).  See 47 CFR Sections 

15.207, 15.209, 15.219, and 15.221.  These devices must accept any 

interference caused by any other operation, which may further limit the 

effective service range. 

 (f) Please monitor the weather at all times.  

5. All gyms and workout facilities located in Rush County are to remain closed until 

May 1, 2020. 

 

6. The Rushville Public Library is to remain closed until May 1, 2020. 

 

7. All entertainment or recreation establishments, including but not limited to bowling 

alleys, movie theaters, all parks, all ballparks, batting cages, golf courses, are to remain closed 

until May 1, 2020.  Parks shall not include the walking trails, which are defined as a means 

of continuous pedestrian travel, such as a sidewalk.  The walking trails are paths intended for 

use by pedestrians for bicycling, exercising, hiking, running, or walking.  Those using the 

walking trails are required to maintain the required social distancing while using the walking 

trails. 

 

8. Any establishment providing personal care services or luxury services, such as but not 

limited to hair/nail/tanning salons, are to remain closed until May 1, 2020. 

 

  



9. Only those organizations providing essential services such as The Rush County 

Community Food Assistance, Meals on Wheels, Ride Rush and the like may remain open 

subject to further order. 

 

10. It is recommended to limit travel to essential business only, such as grocery, medical, 

pharmacy or work. 

 

This is an ongoing and evolving public health crisis. Refusal to comply may result in 

suspension of permits as well as fines by order of the Rush County Health Department 

and Health Officer under IC 16-20-1-19 and IC 16-20-1-21  

 

The Rush County Commissioners ask that all residents of the County personally maximize 

and observe all safety precautions and comply with the social distancing guideline at all 

gatherings, whether formal or informal, public or private as well as keep gatherings at 10 

people or less. This Order became effective on March 19, 2020, at 4:00 p.m., and remains 

in effect until 12:00 a.m. May 1, 2020.  However, this Order may be amended or extended 

by an act of the Board of Commissioners of Rush County, Indiana. 

 

This Order shall be given prompt and general publicity and shall be filed promptly in 

the office of the Rush County Clerk. 

 

 

In Witness whereof we have set our hand this 3rd day of April, 2020. 

 

 

RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

_/s/ Mark Bacon_____________________________ 

Mark Bacon, Chairman 

 

_/s/ Paul Wilksinson__________________________ 

Paul Wilkinson 

 

___________________________________________ 

Bruce W. Levi 

 

 

  



Supporting statement of City of Rushville, Mayor Mike Pavey 

 

In light of the heightened situation regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, The City of Rushville 

joins Rush County Government leadership and Rush County Health Department officials in 

taking the strong and necessary precautions we feel are most appropriate to protect our 

residents and aggressively mitigate the potential spread of the virus. We will continue to work 

closely with each group and every major employer and service provider to keep a unified front 

against this outbreak. We respectfully request that all residents join us and adhere to these 

restrictions to help keep Rushville and Rush County as safe and healthy as possible. 

 

  _/s/ Michael P. Pavey__________________ 

        Mayor Mike Pavey 

 

 

 

Supporting statement Rush County Health Department, Dr. Russell Daugherty 

 

Indiana is currently experiencing a public health emergency. The measures being 

instituted may seem difficult and excessive, but they are necessary to help limit the 

spread of COVID-19 within our community. 

 

This effort will require the participation of all Rush County resident and we sincerely 

appreciate all the sacrifices that will be made. The Rush County Health Department 

applauds the tremendous effort of our healthcare partners during this extraordinary 

time. Collaboration between community partners including city and county 

government, first responder agencies, schools, and many other local organizations has 

been exemplary. 

 

_/s/ Dr. Russell Daugherty______________ 

Dr. Russell Daugherty 


